
Claims 3-5 depend from the amended claim 2 and therefore are 
believed to be in condition for allowance by virtue of their 
dependency from the amended claim 1. 

Claims 6, 7, and 8 have been cancelled. 

Withdrawal of the § 1 02 (b) rejection of claims 2-7 is therefore 
respectfully requested. 

Paragraphs 4 and 5 of the Office Action 

Claim 9 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. Section 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Hickman in view of Laurens. 

Claim 9, depends from the amended claim 2 and therefore is 
believed to be in condition for allowance by virtue of its 
dependency from the amended claim 2. 

Withdrawal of the §103(a) rejection of claim 9 is therefore 
respectfully requested. 

Paragraph 7 of the Office Action 

Paragraph 7 of the Office Action states that claims 8 and 10 
would be allowable if written into independent form with the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

New claim 11 includes all of the limitations originally set 
fa 

forth in claims /, 9, and 10. Because claim 10 is deemed to include 
patentable subject matter, new claim 11 is believed to be in 
condition for allowance. New claims 12-17 depend from new claim 




1 1 and therefore are believed to be in condition for allowance by 
virtue of their dependency from new claim 11. 

In light of the foregoing amendments and remarks, early 
reconsideration and allowance of this application are most 
courteously solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

=s^^> Date: J(^JJ_^3fl__ 

Ivar M. Kaardal (Reg. No. 29,812) 
KAARDAL & ASSOCIATES, P.C. 
3500 South First Avenue Circle, Suite 250 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105-5807 
(605)336-9446 FAX (605)336-1931 
e-mail patent@kaardal.com 

Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service with proper postage as First Class 
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Washington, D.C. 20231, on this _Jl_th day of _AuJ^ , 1999. 
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